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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB Inc. 
WELCOMES VISITORS and NEW MEMBERS 


We are fortunate to live in an area containing some of Australia's richest 
and diverse ecosystems. We appreciate our natural environment and look 
forward to sharing this enjoyable interest with visitors and new members 
at Club activities. There are over 70 organised events for you to become 
involved with. 


Geelong Field Naturalists participate in 

- conducted field trips to local areas of natural significance 

- illustrated presentations by leaders in natural environment subjects. 
- bushland, coastal and alpine campouts 

- flora and fauna surveys 

- conservation projects 

- exhibitions displaying aspects of our local environment 


Many of us are learners and observers, some are experts in their fields. 


Since 1961 our Club has been influential in protecting the diminishing 
natural environment. We are actively involved in the development and 
management of many local Reserves and Parks; tree planting and 
environmental weed control are ongoing projects. We carry out flora and 
fauna surveys for various authorities and environment groups. Our fine 
tecord on conservation issues has earned the respect of government and 
community organisations. 


We meet at 8 P.M. at Karingal Community Centre, Cnr. McKillop and 
Humble Streets, East Geelong, where we have four monthly group 
activities. 


General Meeting:- Usually an illustrated talk by specialists on a wide range 
of natural environment subjects, e.g. land forms, plants, birds, animals, 
insects, marine/aquatic/shore Ше, stars/planets, rocks, weather, 
earthquakes, etc., followed by discussion. Members are encouraged to 
share their nature study observations. and bring items to put on our 
specimen table for exhibition and/or identification. 1* Tuesday of month. 
Contact: Barry Lingham Ph. 52554291 


Plant Group:- Members share and develop their knowledge of plants in a 
relaxed and friendly way at discussion sessions and field trips. 

2'“ Tuesday of month. 

Contact: Dick Southcombe Ph.52433916 


Bird Group:- Specialist speakers, bird counts, identification of species, 
sharing and discussing observations of birds and bird behaviour . 

3 Tuesday of the month. 

Contact: Barry Lingham Ph.52554291 


Biodiversity Workshop Group:- From Arachnids and Amphibians to 
Zooplankton and Zebras; in fact anything that is not a bird or plant. 
Wednesday after the Biodiversity excursion. 

Contact: Ade Foster Ph. 5243 9478 or Dennis Greenwell Ph. 52437047 


Details of dates and Club activities are listed on the reverse of this 
page. Complete information details are published in the “Geelong 
Naturalist” ( GFNC monthly publication) in the month prior to the 
activity 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 

(1) To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural history by: 
(a) Lectures, discussions and excursions to areas displaying 
features of ecological interest 
(Б) Taking part in ecological surveys and field studies from time 


to time. 
(2) To preserve and protect Australian Flora and Fauna 
(3) To issue statements and comments on proposals regarding the 


management of areas of ecological significance, in order to aid 
the conservation of natural resources and the protection of 
endangered species and habitats. 

(4) To faithfully record information, to disseminate knowledge and to 
act as a source of information and opinion on matters relevant to 
the Association's purposes. 


MEMBERSHIP RATES 2000/01 


All members receive copies of the Monthly "Naturalist" magazine at meetings or by post. 


Supporting member $39.00 
Joint/Family member $39.00 
Corporate member $34.00 


Annual Geelong Bird Report $5.00 ($6.00 if posted) 


Ordinary member 
Junior/student member $7.00 
Subscriber to monthly publications only $24.00 


$29.00 


Extra donations gratefully accepted 


A receipt will be posted if requested. Make cheques payable to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Please complete the details оп the reverse of this tear-off slip . 
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Tonight’s speaker is... 


Club Member Gordon 
McCarthy . His subject is the 
Bannockburn Bush, its Flora 
and Fauna. 


Next month’s speaker is... 


Brendan Marshall and his 
subject will be “Aboriginal 
Middens.” 


| ENVIRONMENT EXPO 
2000... 


Volunteers are needed.to help with 
{World Environment Week Expo in 
June This is a very rewarding 
shared learning experience, and if 
ме have enough volunteers to 
spread over the days, it will not бе 


зо exhausting. 


A planning meeting will be held а 
ithe James Harrison College оп 
(Thursday of this week, 4th May, а 
7.30 pm. If you have some good: 
ideas or are prepared to help, | 


| please come along. 


|Contact Barry Lingham for further 
'details. 5255 4291 
Шермет: сот Ph SU ne т ea НЕ) 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


...Mark Trengove and 
Dennis Greenwell 


May 21 excursion to Warbdullah 
Reserve Bannockburn and 
Inverleigh Common Flora and 
Fauna Reserve. Depart Karingal 
at 9.00 am. ог meet at the 
Bannockburn Police Station at 
9.45am. : 


Warbdullah is a small Reserve in 
Bannockburn which has been 
recently surveyed for flora by Mark 
for Parks Victoria. It has some 
areas of diverse grassy woodland 
vegetation with a good population 
of Glycine latrobeana. This will be 
an opportunity to see an area you 
might not know. Inverleigh 
Common is well known and this is 
a chance to see the impact of a 
couple of dry years plus heavy 
grazing. Dennis will probably find 
some ants. 


Toilet break at Bannockburn after 
Warbdullah, lunch in the Common. 
phone 


Further details Mark 


52298087. 


Would Members please give careful consideration to 
offering their services as President or Vice President 
so that the Club can be allowed to function efficiently. 


Previous experience with how the Club committee 
successfully functions is essential . 


Other interesting events on 
the notice board... 


The Creswick Landcare Centre in 
conjunction with the North Central 
Catchment Authority are presenting a 
series of workshops оп THE 
RIPARIAN ZONE and REMNANT 
VEGETATION, (Fridays) 12 May (The 
Riparian Zone - more than just trees), 
12 June (Life Under the Surface), 11 
August (Remnants - looking after what 
we've got), 8 September (Vegetation 
Mapping - what goes where) & 13 
October (Monitoring - Keeping Tabs on 
Your Trees). All 9.30 am - 1 pm at 
various locations. Further information 
from Co-ordinator Gayl Morrow phone 
03 5345 2200. 


The Victorian National Parks 
Association is holding a National 
Conference at La Trobe University 
Bendigo Campus on the Queen’s 
Birthday weekend (10-12 June) called 
“A BURNING ISSUE” to explore issues 
such as : 

“Firewood and the solutions” 
“Firewood and fuelwood” 

“Woodland protection” 

“Government initiatives” 

“Practical examples” 

“Where to from here?” 

Phone 03 9650 8296 

Website: www.vnpa.org.au 


NEW MEMBERS. 


The following new members 
| joined in Арп! 


Mrs Som Spiess 
Mr Jules Randell 


We wish them an enjoyable 
association with the Club. 


OUT AND ABOUT WITH VALDA 


... Маша Dedman 


The plight of our urban creeks, 
rescuing damsels in distress, 
more on the Chequered Blue, 
Meadow Argus, And... 


When | was a child, more than half a 
century ago, | used to play by the 
Merri Creek. With the dark basalt 
walls of Pentridge Prison looming up 
behind, we hopped across stepping 
stones and looked for tadpoles. The 
creek wound its way across what my 
geography book called “the Coburg 
badlands”. | remember few trees 
along this stretch; the Chinese 
market gardens, where we were sent 
to buy a lettuce for Sunday tea, were 
upstream and the scary swinging- 
bridge near Coburg East primary 
school was downstream. Merri 
Creek was pretty desolate in those 
far-off days and had few friends. 
Now, through the efforts of the 
Friends of Merri Creek and the Merri 
Creek Catchment Committee, it is 
experiencing a revival. Two books, 
Plants of the Merri Merri and Creek 
Life celebrate its riches. 


What of our own urban streams, here 
in Geelong? 


Hovell’s Creek has a rich diversity, 
from its wide estuary and its 
boardwalked mangroves to its 
source in the Brisbane Ranges. 
Through Lara, its nearby residents 
take reasonable care of it, and we 
always visit during the December 
Challenge Bird Count. It is possible 
to find Magpie Geese there, and 
several years ago you could still hear 
the “witty-choo” of stubble quail in the 
grasslands. Further upstream? It is 
badly eroded and degraded at the 
back of the You Yangs, where we 
find Rainbow Bee-eaters nesting in 
holes in its banks. What are its 
headwaters like? 


Cowie’s Creek, which enters Corio 
Bay near Ford’s, once had a small 
natural estuary. It now flows 
underground for the last few hundred 
metres and enters Corio Bay from 
beneath a concrete arch. The area 
was considerably modified in 1909 
when a channel was dug from the 
bay and a large log pond excavated 
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for the Oriental Timber Company. 
The spoil was used to build up 
the low-lying southern bank of 
Cowie’s Creek. This is now part of 
Seagull Paddock, west of the 
Princes Highway, where a 
wetland has been created. Ducks 
abound and you can even find a 
great egret. It is sadly in need of 
attention, though; the bridges are 
broken and out of bounds and 
vandals have despoiled facilities. 


Cowie’s Creek has walking tracks 
upstream for some kilometres, 
and at Anakie Road it is part of 
Fountain of Friendship Park. A lot 
of work has been done, 
treeplanting and cleaning up, and 
the local primary schools have 
been involved, but it needs more 
bank revegetation and is 
threatened by further urban 
development. Do we know what 
native plant remnants are still 
there? Has anyone ever done a 
survey? And what ог its 
headwaters? Cowie’s Creek 
becomes a definite stream about 
Purnell’s Road, and is in a very 
bad way for a great deal of its 
length. 


We have a chance to do 
something about Jerringot Creek, 
now fed largely by stormwater 
from the Belmont escarpment. | 
is still an obvious creek that flows 
across “Belmont Island’, that 
misnomer created by the building 
of a highway above it. A neglected 
stream here, choked with weeds 
and rubbish; alien seedling palms 
almost its only trees, it goes under 
the road by way of a huge culvert, 
then winds across the Common. 


Some branches, like that where 
the Australian Mudfish lives, end 
up directly in the Barwon; the main 
stream flows into the Jerringot 
wetlands and 15 still clearly visible 
at the western edge of the 
northern swamp. The creek then 
disappears into a drain. Some 
water makes its way out through 
the golf course, nourishing the 
wetlands. Most reappears as a 
creek on the south side of 
Breakwater Road and flows into 
Waurn Ponds Creek, just 
upstream of the railway overpass. 
It becomes a wilderness where 
water plantain persists and where 
horses are trampling at present. 


It is obvious that the creek is an 


integral part of the Belmont Common 
wetland system, but we have yet to 
convince our City fathers and their 
officers of the need to look at the 
complete picture. Together with the 
GEC and the Friends of Belmont 
Common, the Club has put in a 
submission to the Natural Heritage 
Trust for works to restore the 
Jerringot wetland system. 


Waurn Ponds Creek has great 
potential. In spite of its neglect, it 
contains rare fish and some remnant 
redgums still survive. However, it 
needs more loving care and 
attention. There is a nucleus of 
friends among its nearby residents. 
Lily Sherwood and her band of 
birdwatchers are among those who 
regularly use its extensive walking 
paths. | remember walking beside it 
with Ted Errey who made a plant list, 
but do not know if this still survives. 
Waurn Ponds Creek rises on Mount 
Moriac and practically nothing is 
known of its flora and fauna in these 
upper reaches. 


And there are lost creeks, like 
Kardinia Creek, which disappears 
completely at Pepperdine Park. The 
big drain at the bend of the Barwon at 
Yollinko is sunset for Kardinia, 
whose name means “dawn”. 
Friends of Pepperdine Park are 
working to revegetate the original 
Kardinia Creek which flows through 
the area, which is now a flood 
retarding basin. The Park 15 well 
worth a visit, but what a pity we didn’t 
have the foresight to save the сгеек'5 
lower reaches. Kardinia Creek would 
have been a charming addition to the 
Highton shopping centre. And what 
about the creek before it reaches the 
urban fringe? Total catchment 
management might have prevented 
its sad end. 


Can we restore our creeks? Can 
they have friends, like the Merri 
Merri? The Club will be involved in 
flora and fauna surveys of the 
Barwon and its main tributaries 
through the Barwon River Health 
Strategy of the CCMA, but the minor 
creeks will not be included. So take 
a walk along any of our urban creeks 
and record what you find. Better still, 
set up a Friends Group for part or all 
of their length. 


The City of Greater Geelong has an 
Adopt-a-Creek scheme, which 


(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 
includes Номе 5 and Cowie’s 
Creek.. 


Cec Lawrie and | rescued three 
damsels in distress from a swimming 
pool at Lady Northcote Camp. How 
they came to be so waterlogged is a 
mystery. They were damselflies with 
beautiful blue bodies and lacy wings. 
When we lifted them out they only 
appeared to have one wing. They 
readily climbed to the top of windmill 
grass we placed on the poolside 
concrete. As they dried out, the 
“one” wing became two, then four. 
They fluttered them vigorously for a 
minute or two, legs also flexing, 
before suddenly shooting off towards 
the sun. 


Damsels are more delicate than 
dragons. They are swift fliers and 
catch their insect prey in the air with 
their legs. Sometimes they lay their 
eggs loosely in the water. Perhaps 
that is how they came to end up ina 
swimming pool. 


Where Cowie’s Creek first flows 
under the Geelong-Ballarat railway 
line | found two Chequered Blue 
butterflies hovering around Beaded 
Glasswort Sarcocornia quinqueflora. 
| have read of this species laying 
eggs on the Grey Glasswort 
Halosarcia halcnemoides on Barrow 
Island. 


Сомле'5 Creek at this point was a 
rubbish-cluttered pool of high salinity 
(1100 Tds), surrounded weeds, 
some salt couch and a tiny patch of 
saltmarsh. Once through the lovely 
arched bluestone railway bridge, and 
having rid itself of a nasty blue-green 
algal outbreak, it opened out into a 
wonderful reed-fringed wetland 
where ducks and ibis were feeding. 


Chequered Blues are recognised by 
the brown and white chequered 
border around the purplish blue 
wings апа the short thick tail on the 
hindwing. The flattened eggs are 
pale green and pitted. 


It's not too late to find a Meadow 
Argus, that brown butterfly whose 
wings are fringed with black and 
white bands and have a series of 
orange “eyes” across them. In Greek 
mythology, Argus was a giant with a 
hundred eyes. After he was killed by 
Hermes, his eyes were put in the tail 
of a peacock. A few must have been 
saved for butterflies. The foodplants 


May 2000. 


of the Meadow Argus are weeds 
and garden flowers such as 
зпардгадопз as well as native 
goodenias. Lots of Hop 
Goodenias have been planted at 
Jerringot, so that would be a good 
place to look. | saw a Meadow 
Argus recently among the weeds 
beside Cowie’s Creek, just as it 
flows out under the big old double 
bridge at Rollins Road. 


And ... watch out for water rats in 
the Barwon River. They swim fast 
and purposefully, head just out of 
the water. You may see the long 
white tip to the tail as they dive. 
Just downstream of Queen’s Park 
bridge is a good spot to find them. 
A good place, too, to just sit and 
contemplate, just opposite the 
waterlily pool. Lots of birds in the 
water like ducks and Dusky 
Moorhens; Gang Gangs апа 
White-plumed honeyeaters in the 
trees. 


Soon it will be fungi time. Mosses 
and lichens will take on new life 
with autumn rains. Get out your 
magnifying glass and discover a 
microworld. 

О 


PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Dick Southcombe 


Winston Huggins сате well 
prepared with overhead 
transparencies, plant specimens, 
microscopes and reference books 
to describe, dissect and explain 
flower structure as an aid to 
identification. Winston also gave 
an overview of other plant features 
that may need close examination 
to determine a particular species. 


The variety of flowers examined so 
enthusiastically highlighted 
diverse structures and provided a 
comprehensive introduction to this 
absorbing subject. Similar 
sessions dealing with a particular 
family will be scheduled in our 
2000 – 2001 program. 


Mark Trengove who is involved in 
the preparation of a Management 
Plan for Point Lillias will be our 


3 


speaker on 9th May. In view of the 
significance of Pt. Lillias and the 
probable adverse effects of a 
proposed Corio Bay crossing on it, all 
Club Members are invited to attend 
and express their view on any aspect 
that should be included in the plan. 


О 


JERRINGOT REPORT 


... Valda Dedman 


We are working on details for three 
information boards for which we 
obtained grant money from CCMA. 
They are the first steps in a wetland 
ecology trail for Jerringot. The main 
board will describe Latham’s Snipe 
and the importance of Jerringot in its 
life-story, the second will deal with 
crakes and rails and the third will 
show Jerringot’s frogs. 


We want to produce high quality 
signage and are hoping eventually to 
make the boards interactive, using 
innovative methods such as solar 
power panels. If you have any 
knowledge of the best way to do this, 
please share your expertise. 


The Club is purchasing a brushcutter 
to help with maintenance. This will 
save many hours of hand pulling of 
weeds. 


The Jerringot Group Annual Meeting 
will be held at Karingal on Tuesday 
30 May at 7.30 p.m. Come and have 
your say. We've worked hard to save 
this part of Belmont Common and we 
must continue to look after it well. 


О 
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CLUB NOTES 


... Donna Wood 


April 2000 


It would seem that the issue of the 
Geelong International Watersports 
complex on the Belmont Common 
may be over, but the Committee will 
be writing to the Sports Minister, 
Justin Madden to get the 
Government's clarification on this 
matter. Hopefully we shall be able to 
put this to bed, but until we can be 
totally sure, the GFNC will still 
continue to keep this matter on its 
agenda. 


The Ted Errey Nature Circuit is 
progressing well and Dick 
Southcombe and others are still 
working hard on getting this project 
through to completion. 


Has anyone seen the new GFNC 
brochures that are out and about? 
They have been placed at Balyang 
Sanctuary and Fyansford Information 
Centre. The brochure has 
information on GFNC and is being 
used as a marketing tool to 
encourage interested persons to 
check us out. Hopefully we may gain 
some new members. Thanks go to 
Bernie Franke, Ade Foster and 
others for this project. 


Talking of the Fyansford Information 
Centre, 1, along with others оп the 
Committee am disappointed to see 
that this wonderful structure has 
been let go and at times is quite dirty. 
Committee is currently contacting 
CoGG to see who has responsibility 
for this asset and then hopefully we 
can get it cleaned up and looking as 
good as it should be. 


The new program is out and the 
committee hopes you find it as 
exiting as we do. If at any time you 
have an idea for a speaker or outing, 
please let us know. We welcome any 
suggestions. 


Claire Greenwell is our new editor of 
the magazine. All articles can be 
directed her way. Please support 
Claire and her dedicated editorial 
team, and if you feel you have 
anything of interest to write, pen it. 
See it in black and white, and let 
other members’ share the 
experience. If you found it 


interesting, then we probably will 
too. Articles can be short little 
snippets to scientific reports. 


Geelong Grammar has been given 
a parcel of land on the eastern 
shoreline of Limeburner's Bay. 
This is in exchange for the CoGG 
continuing to use the refuse site. 
Geelong Grammar has assured 
us that they do not intend to 
develop this site in any way and 
want it only as a buffer. Currently 
the area is heavily weed infested 
with boxthorn and thistles galore, 
and of course some good old 
serrated tussock thrown in here 
and there amongst all the other 
usual suspects. The area will be 
closed to the general public, which 
suits the Limeburner's Bay 
Management Committee, as they 
have asked for some areas in the 
lagoon to be по 90" areas. This 
shoreline includes the spit that 
could be used as nesting sites for 
birds such as Fairy Terns. This is 
one of the main reasons the Bay 
was declared a RAMSAR site. The 
Grammar is investigating 
programs such as ‘Work for the 
Dole,’ where they can get aid to 
help weed eradication and then 
revegetating. РМС will be 
contacting Geelong Grammar 
offering to help with surveying 
work. 


Bernie Franke has asked for 
information on Stony Creek and 
Erskine River Catchment. | 
anyone can help, please see 
Bernie or pass on the information 
to a Committee person. 


О 


MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP 
OUTING - APRIL 20TH 
... Rosemary Atkins 


With Brian Hart leading the outing 
Kay, Don, Polly, Penny, Ray, 
Rhonda and Rosemary enjoyed a 
walk through the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. 


The morning began cool and 
overcast, brightening to a sunny, 
pleasant day. 


The birds were fairly quiet and 
reluctant to emerge at first, 
although the calls of the White- 
plumed and New Holland Honey- 


eaters and Grey Fantails followed us 
as we walked along the Banksia 
Trail. 


In a clearing, there were lots of 
Superb Fairy Wrens, White-browed 
Scrubwrens, Brown Thornbills and 
an immature Eastern Spinebill. 


A raptor escaped the taunts of some 
Eastern Rosellas and while it was 
resting in a eucalypt, we identified it 
as a Collared Sparrowhawk. 


As we walked along the fenceline of 
the Reserve, we heard the busy 
chirruping of Skylarks in the paddock 
and watched groups of Red-browed 
Finches, Silvereyes and Yellow- 
rumped Thornbills. 


А male Scarlet Robin perched high in 
a dead tree, made a stunning sight 
against the backdrop of a bright blue 
sky! 


We also saw a lot of Flame Robins, 
a Yellow Robin and immature birds 
of both species, a Red-rumped 
Parrot and a Whistling Kite. 


We had a good morning’s birding, 
recording 33 species. 


The next Bird Group Mid-week 
Excursion will be on Thursday 18th 
May to Coogoorah Park, Anglesea. 
Meet at the Town and Country 
Shopping Centre, Waurn Ponds, 
outside of the Green Grub Garden 
Shop (a la the Biodiversity Group) at 
8.30 am. 


lf you would rather go straight to 
Anglesea, we will be starting the walk 
at the river end of Wray Street at 9.00 
am. (lt is off Camp Road, just up 
from the roundabout in Anglesea.) 


If the weather is suitable and you 
have the time to spare, it's a lovely 
spot to have lunch. 


Enquiries to Polly Cutcliffe 
phone: 5244 0182 
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LIBRARY NOTES 
... Betty Moore 


Amongst new magazines this 
month... 


Ocean Grove Park News Issue 5, 
March 2000. 

Cause for celebration! Ocean Grove 
Park is now public property. Trust for 
Nature Victoria is the owner. Facts of 
how this was achieved by mammoth 
efforts of the Association and the 
general public, with assistance from 
the State Labour Government, 
makes interesting reading. 


Galah (Birds Australia) No. 43. 
Newhaven Station, a property of 
2626 square kms, five times the size 
of Gluepot Reserve, lies 360 km 
north-west of Alice Springs in the 
Northern Territory on the eastern 
edge of the Gibson Desert. Birds 
Australia is planning to purchase this 
property and hold it as a second 
conservation reserve. 


Angair Inc. Newsletter, April 2000. 
The "Get to Know Our Tracks" 
feature this month describes the 
Forest Road Flora Reserve. Anyone 
looking for a new walk to do should 
keep this section in mind. Track 
length, features of the terrain and 
general conditions, are given. Other 
features include Flower, Orchid, Bird, 
Marine Creature, and Environmental 
Weed, of the Month. 


Vic Babbler (Birds Australia) March 
2000. 

The Victorian Wader Study Group 
has found that at Mud Islands and 
The Nobbies, the two main breeding 
colonies for Crested Terns, the 
number of these birds has expanded 
to unprecedented levels this year. 
Caspian Terns at Mud Islands also 
fared much better than in recent 
years. 


Timelines Feb. /March 2000. 

This is a Gould League project which 
aims to recover natural event 
information held in diaries, library 
files and notebooks, analyse them 
and seek patterns of environmental 
changes. You will find interesting 
information on plant, wildlife, and 
weather, relating to specific areas 
over the whole of Australia during the 
summer months. The editor is Alan 
Reid, who also gives Timelines 
predictions and takes talkback 
questions and reports of interesting 


May 2000. 


nature sightings on ABC Radio 
774 at 2.45pm each Wednesday 
on the Derek Guille Show. 


Other Newsletters received last 
month are from Field Nat Clubs 
at: Bairnsdale, Sunraysia, Latrobe 
Valley, Northern Territory, 
Bendigo, and FNCV. Friends of 
Inverleigh Flora & Fauna Reserve, 
and the Brisbane Ranges. 
Timboon Bushland Co-operative, 
Tuan Talk, Environment Vic. Inc, 
The Harrier (BOCA), and Geelong 
Environment News. 


We have the latest EMU (RAOU), 
Natural Heritage Trust Journal, 
Parkwatch (ММРА), GEO 


Australia, Australian Geographic, 
and Wingspan (Birds Australia). 
О 


(The above space could have been yours!) 


ON THE TABLE 
... Ade Foster 


Our Annual General Meeting had a 
much smaller turnout than ordinary 
meetings, and the specimen table 
was equally sparse. Just two 
specimens, but both very interesting. 


Swift moths are quite common at this 
time of year, emerging after the first 
decent autumn rains. | wrote an 
article about them some time ago, 
see Geelong Naturalist, Vol. 32.2.7, 
or check out the GFNC website at :- 


http://member.austasia.net/~gfnc/arti 
cles/swifts.html 


The other was a road-killed Southern 
Boobook, Ninox novaeseelandiae, 
found on the Bacchus Marsh Road 
near Barwon Prison. The Boobook is 
a nocturnal species, part of the 
"hawk owl" group of owls, which 
inhabits woodlands, grasslands and 
rainforests throughout Australia, 
Tasmania, Papua New Guinea, 
Indonesia and New Zealand. In 
Australia the Southern Boobook 
occurs in all regions, with several 
distinct regional races. 


Boobooks, like many nocturnal 
animals, have excellent night vision, 
but rely also on their very sensitive 
hearing, which allows them to hunt in 
almost complete darkness. The left 
and right ears are placed at different 
levels on their heads and the 
differential in time taken for a 
particular sound to reach each ear 
enables the owl to pinpoint the 
source of the sound very accurately. 
Feathers in the Boobook's dark facial 
discs funnel sound to the ears. Stiff 
feathers bordering the ear slits are 
attached to moveable flaps so the 
owl can change the shape of its ear 
opening and focus its hearing. 


Diet consists of small mammals, 
reptiles and insects. Boobooks sit on 
exposed branches, fence-posts and 
poles watching for prey. Nesting 
takes place in the spring, in a tree 
hollow, on decayed wood debris. Two 
or three white, rounded eggs are laid. 


Their call, the familiar ‘boobook’ or 
‘mopoke’ double hoot is one of the 
best known Australian night-time 
sounds. 


О 
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BLACKFELLOWS’ BREAD POLYPORUS MYLITTAE 


by Valda Dedman 


PUN а. аА al ES а ањ 42 А D iO A AN RA a акад дка 


69 North Valley Road, Highton, 3216 


ALL Sia д ааваа АГЫ ААН RE IO 


| was recently given a specimen of a most unusual fungus. Jo Mann, one of my U3A students, had collected it at Moggs 
Creek, just off the path on the road to the lookout over Fairhaven. It was on the dry side of the hill, and the fungus was 
lying on the top of the soil. It was more or less round, soft and spongy but with a tough dark brown skin, and appeared to 
have been dug up, for there were particles of clayey soil and fine rootlets adhering to it. Jo took it home, put in on the 
back verandah, watered it sporadically, and even broke off a piece to give to her grandson. For three weeks it showed 
no change, then it began to develop a white spongy growth close to the broken-off area. At the same time the ball began 
to harden and collapse inwards. 


It was found on 5th March and brought to me on 5th April. | kept it in a plastic bag па warm room. The fruiting body 
continued to grow. Each morning when | took it out, it was covered with droplets of moisture, the flesh a fresh, velvety 
white with sulphur yellow patches which faded as the day progressed. It developed no real stem, but spread out in a 
series of lobes, with fine closely-packed pores on the undersurface. | photographed it often. After a week it appeared to 
have reached its optimum size, so | removed the bag and placed the fungus on a sheet of black paper, hoping to catch 
some spores, but in this | was unsuccessful. The fungus merely gradually dried up and shrank in size and weight. The 
fruiting body (sporophore) became firm, cream or buff-coloured and the ball (sclerotium) wrinkled, contorted and 
extremely hard. At по time did it have a strong smell and it was not attacked by insects. On 11th April | noticed a curious 
blue-green to grey patch, 1 cm in diameter, like a secondary mould. This remained constant as the sporophore shrank. 


Polyporus mylittae is unusual in that is more commonly known from its vegetative stage than from its fruiting stage. It 
produces large underground food reserves known as sclerotia, which were ploughed up in great numbers by early 
farmers. They are commonly found in forest or woodland, were very numerous in Gippsland and well-known from the 
Otways. They lie from a few centimetres to more than a metre below the surface and look something like large potatoes, 
varying in size from an apple to a soccer ball, and up to 15 kg in weight. Sclerotia are composed of a dense mass of 
fungus mycelium, the individual strands of hyphae being closely interwoven, enclosed in a thin rough crust that may flake 
off with age. When cut or broken, the interior is seen to have a rice-pudding appearance, with waxy-yellowish 
compartments of irregular shape separated by white walls (septa) less than 2 mm thick. The sclerotium shrinks as its 
food reserves are used by the fruiting body. 


The sclerotium may remain dormant for many years before producing one or more fruiting bodies. Fruiting was first 
described by Henry Thomas Tisdall in a paper read before the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria on 11th November, 1885. 
Tisdall realised that the species was one of the polyporoid fungi, whose spores are produced in a series of tubes rather 

(Continued on page 7) 


Polyporus mylittae photographed 8 April 
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(Continued from раде 6) 

than along radiating gills. The spores are white. It is not known what stimulates the fungus to fruit. Perhaps it is damage 
to the skin. Tisdall first noticed a “whitish-looking substance oozing through in two places, one portion from what | then 
imagined to be the stem, and the other from the cut side of the fungus”. He put the cut side face down to get rid of “the 
mould”, and when he next visited it, “the new growth had made wonderful progress” and had raised the whole specimen 
nearly half an inch. He put his collection away in a cellar and two months later found more fruiting bodies. 


The species was formally described in 1892. Sclerotia were first reported in 1834 and were thought to be a kind of native 
truffle. Since sporophores are so rarely found on buried specimens in situ, it has been suggested (Sinnott 1974) that 
animals such as wombats or bettongs might assist in triggering fruiting behaviour and dispersal of spores. It has also 
been claimed that fire is a stimulant. 


Polyporus mylittae is commonly known as Blackfellows’ Bread and was an aboriginal food. Dr. Milligan saw Tasmanian 
aborigines eating it. Aldo Massola cites it as being sought by aborigines at Lal Lal, Tisdall asked Alfred Howitt (who was 
later to write the authoritative The Native Tribes of South-east Australia) and received conflicting replies. 


As to its palatability, Jim Willis wrote “... it is almost incredible that such hard sclerotia could have been eaten at all - іп 
the fresh state they have somewhat the consistency of very rubbery gristle, while dried examples are always as hard as 
Пот”. Tasting tests on raw material were carried out by members of the Victorian Archaeological Survey at Yambuk in 
December 1976 and in Melbourne in January 1977. Everyone taking part agreed that it was not unpalatable, although 
somewhat bland and even slightly sour. Trevor Pescott relates that Bill Robertson, as a lad in Forrest, used to eat slices 
raw. Trevor was also told of a member of a forestry crew who “used to cut it up into slices, fry it in the pan, then eat it 
with honey and butter”. Its taste is said to be unchanged in cooking. 


The sclerotium when freshly dug could resemble a cottage loaf just out of the fire; the fruiting body reminded me of rising 
bread dough. 


When Dr Milligan asked the aborigines how they found the native bread, they universally replied, “A Rotten Tree.” This 
gives a clue as to the original source of nourishment and energy for the sclerotia. Polyporoid fungi help to break down 
dead and decaying organic matter in soil, litter or wood. 


Sclerotia which have not fruited become very hard and have been put to a variety of uses. Nigel Sinnott used one as a 
doorstop and thought it would make a good cannonball. There are reports of them being made into walking-stick handles 
and Trevor Pescott photographed a hand sculpted from Blackfellows’ Bread perhaps one hundred years earlier. 


A visit to the Internet shows that the fungus is also used in herbal remedies. Polyporus mylittae is one of the ingredients 
in a “natural” dewormer for cats and dogs. It is not clear what the source for the ingredients is, but the trade could pose 
a serious danger to the species, which is one of Fungimap’s target species (11 records to 27 March 2000). 
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| SMALL-MOUTHED HARDYHEAD FROM REEDY LAKE 


by Dave King 


Unit 216/86 Church Street, Grovedale, 3216. 


Introduction - 

During one of the regular surveys of Reedy Lake (389 12' 50"5 1449 26' 02"Е) conducted on the 9th December, 1999, а 
single specimen was collected of the Small-mouthed Hardyhead, Atherinsoma microsoma Atherinidae, (from the Greek 
micros - small, stoma - mouth.) This fish is a native of Australia and one of the most common, probably a good source of 
prey for many organisms. They are found around the coastal areas of S.E. Australia. 


Description 

It is a small fish, in this instance measuring about 30mm in length, seldom exceeding 70mm on the mainland, but may 
reach 90mm in Tasmania, (McDowall, 1980). The mouth is not protrusible as in most fish, but is produced in near vertical 
orientation, with comparatively plump lips. It possesses two dorsal fins, the anterior one placed above a point midway 
between the pelvic and anal fins. The second of the two well spaced dorsal fins is placed directly above the anal fin. 


The dorsal area in the subject specimen possesses dark green scales outlined in black, gradually diminishing down the 
flanks to a clear silver hue. A broad longitudinal band of dark scales stretches from the pectoral fin rearward to the caudal 
or tail fin. There is a dark line on the body along the base of the anal fin and continuing to the caudal fin base. The caudal 
fin is deeply cleft. Eyes are relatively large and from the vertical aspect appear to distinctly protrude from the head. 


Of its natural history little is known, (Cadwallader, 1983). It appears not to favour freshwater totally, having a wide salinity 
tolerance, it prefers waters with some degree of salinity, such as, estuaries and coastal lagoons and lakes. A habitat with 
ample weed in a shallow situation is preferred. Life span is quoted, (Cadwallader,1983), as being of the order 1.5 to 2 
years. It is a benthic feeder, preying on small crustaceans and insects, while itself is preyed upon by larger fish and water 
birds such as herons, egrets and terns. 


References 
Cadwallader, P.L. & Backhouse, G.N. (1983), A Guide to the Freshwater Fish of Victoria, 
Vict. Gov. Publisher, Melb. 


McDowall, R.M. (1980), Freshwater Fishes of South- Eastern Australia, A.H. & A.W. Read, Sydney. 
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BUCKLEY FALLS – VNPA SEMINAR 


...Dick Southcombe 


4 Peary Street, Belmont, 3216. 


On the 25th March, the Friends of Buckley Falls hosted the Annual Victorian National Parks Association 
Friends Network Seminar at the Geelong West Town Hall with lunch and guided walks at the park in the 
afternoon. Mr Rob Small, who is the General Manager of Environment and Recreation Services at the City of 
Greater Geelong, formally opened the seminar. His address was refreshing and provided optimism for those 
who care about Geelong’s natural environment. 


Rob indicated his support for volunteer networks/friends groups and is keen to establish partnerships with 
_ groups Wel are characterised by – 
Clear mutual objectives and plans 
De-bureaucratisation of communication and access to resources 
Recognition of achievements 
Appropriate and agreed resources being managed, with appropriate audit trails, by project based 
groups. 


He stressed the need for a proper understanding of the BIG picture when considering treatment of a part of 
that big picture and used the Barwon River catchment area as an example. He said there was a need to 
develop consistent practices throughout the area, and to achieve this, partnerships with land stewards and 
asset owners are essential. He advised that Parks Victoria has recently indicated a commitment of $1m 
towards open space planning and parkland linkages in Geelong. 


Rob зроке about his new Department а ће City of Greater Geelong and outlined their objectives – 
Strengthened natural heritage resource management 
Strengthened City’s performance in environment management and advocacy 
Committed to modelling good environment practice to show leadership 
Creation of a trained hands-on ranger team 
Development of partnerships to mobilise communities and voluntary groups. 


In closing, Rob, who is a New Zealander, told how he has been inspired by lessons learnt from indigenous 
people whose conservation ethic is epitomised in their belief that the land is the source of life. To look after 
the land is to look after life. 


Geoff Carr, Trevor Pescott, Mark Trengove, Tony Wood and Tony Woolford described the research, planning, 
tribulations and restoration that has occurred at Buckley Falls and the ongoing projects. The G.F.N.C. 
members who attended appreciated the opportunity to thank the Е.О.В.Е. and the G.E.C. for arranging the 
seminar and their hospitality. 
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Report of the illustrated talk given at the AGM meeting on 4 April 2000 
by Guest Speaker, TONY OVERMAN, on the 
_ “BARWON RIVER HEALTH PROJECT” 
...Roy Whiteside 


Tony is one of the new members of the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) where he is the 
coordinator of the Barwon River Health Project. The aims of his talk were to inform how the CCMA can help put together 
a scheme to improve the health of the Barwon River. 


The CORANGAMITE REGION includes the Barwon / Leigh Rivers, the Moorabool Basin, the Corangamite basin 
(involving Lake Corangamite, Lake Colac and the Woady Yaloak River) and rivers of the Otway Coast (i.e. Curdies, 
Gellibrand and other smaller rivers). 


Over the last few years there has been an increased emphasis on community involvement in matters of conservation and 
environment. Groups such as the GFNC, Waterwatch and Landcare are able to contribute information to authorities like 
the CCMA. This group has a Board similar to that of Barwon Water. The decision-making process for deciding where 
the resources can go has now shifted from Melbourne to the country regions. 


Топу 5 background is a degree in agricultural science and employment for several years with the Fisheries and Wildlife 
section of CF&L in Melbourne. He was involved with the Abalone Task Force that targets illegal abalone activities. He 
later joined the Wildlife Task Force established by Joan Kirner. This was a discrete unit in the Department with the 
objective of bringing people to justice who were acting illegally in relation to wildlife smuggling. He spent the next 6 years 
at Horsham in the flora and fauna section of the Dept. of NRE and worked primarily on management of protective species 
including Red-tailed Cockatoos and Brush-tailed Rock-wallabies. Later he was involved with the Wimmera Catchment 
Management Authority for 2 years. 


BRIEF HISTORY of BARWON RIVER HEALTH PROJECT 


This emerged from the Johnson Report of 1992 and arose from the operation of the Lough Calvert Drainage Scheme 
that discharges via the Birregurra Creek into the Barwon River. The report was driven basically by community outrage at 
the detrimental effect on the lower section of the Barwon from drainage of saline and turbid water diverted from a different 
catchment. After consideration of the report by Parliament it was decided to assess whether the drainage schemes were 
having an impact on the river by establishing a research program to gather information. 


The Program is aimed at: 

1. Examining the diversity of the flora and fauna along the river 

2. Trying to assess the impact of salinity (both from natural flows and drainage schemes) on flora and fauna 
3. Examining the options for managing the drainage scheme and saline impacts 

4. Examining other detrimental impacts on the health of the river. 


The DNRE in Colac has been successful in getting some Natural Heritage Trust funding for research into macro- 
invertebrates or aquatic organisms with Tony appointed recently as the Project Officer to co-ordinate some of these 
projects. The Freshwater Ecology Section which has already determined that drainage schemes have had an impact. 
Some fish studies have been done over the last 2 years but conditions have not been normal although drought is a 
feature of the landscape from time to time. 


The current aim is to move into a community investigation to gain information over the next 2 years with the help of GFNC 
etc. Топуз task is to coordinate the whole of the Barwon River, concentrating on the main stream rather than the 
tributaries and focussing on the riparian zone. 


One Task is to get a very good understanding of the birds, the vertebrate fauna species and the flora in that area. A 
combination of desktop studies and field surveys over the next 2 years will be correlated with some of the more detailed 
research that has been done on the instream habitat. An attempt will then be made to come up with a picture of the 
changing condition of the health of the river. The overall aim is to try to quantify the impacts that have happened in the 
catchment over time. 


It is aimed to start with quarterly bird surveys with the first one in May 2000 and volunteers from the GFNC are being 
sought to act as team leaders. These people will go to specific sites and include up to 4 community members e.g. 
landholders. The current membership stands at 65 persons. The idea is to have 2 committed days per quarter to survey 
at particular sites. The GFNC members would be able to pass on their expertise to less informed community members 
so that they can also appreciate the birds in the vicinity of the river. This principle can be extended to the study of fauna 


(Continued on page 11) 
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(Continued from page 10) 
(other than birds) and to flora. 


SLIDE SHOW 


A number of pictures prepared by the CCMA of river sites were shown to illustrate some of the issues arising in 
waterways of the Corangamite region. A description of the slides and the issues involved follows: 


The Barwon River below the West Barwon dam has been highly modified. Parts of the Barwon have been choked by 
willows and there are infestations of gorse (eg near Winchelsea). 


Elsewhere the river was made into a channel with the aim of taking water away more rapidly to reduce the chance of 
flooding. 


The river is a very important habitat for blackfish which depend on “large woody debris“(snags). Landholders can now 


see the benefit of leaving these snags in the river. However, where there is a large snag, it may have to be investigated 
to see if it is the possible cause of erosion. 


A large percentage of native grassland and woody plants have been lost through grazing. A considerable amount of 
vegetation will regenerate when riverbanks are protected from livestock. 


Downstream from Inverleigh a considerable diversity of fish species have been reported and where conditions are 
improved fish can readily re-colonise. Near Geelong there are red gums and near Barwon Heads are mangroves. 


The Barwon is one of the few rivers in Southern Victoria that maintains an open mouth, ie. there is continued flushing. 


Many of the rivers running down from the Otways have problems with competing uses and from nutrients washing into 
the river. 


The status of the Leigh River has changed since some tributaries (eg. Winter Creek) are drains. Water comes with a 
sudden rush after heavy rain instead of more slowly. This makes it difficult for flora and fauna to cope. 


Continual erosion in Native Hut Creek and also in Eastern Otway Rivers (eg. Wormbete Creek) contribute sediment to 
the Barwon. Salt problems in the Barwon arise from salt swamps eg. in Loch Calvert . Some native fish species have 
high tolerance to salt. 

Floods are a natural part of a flood plain but they need to be controlled. 


There is a considerable impact from storm water that contains contaminants from roads and sites. The effects of this 
water need to be quantified. Flow gauging is monitored in Birregurra Creek. 


There are invasive weeds in upper catchment areas (eg Blackberry). 


The West Barwon dam spillway has an effect on the river from an ecological point of view. Some 87% of the native 
vegetation of the water catchment area has been removed. 


We need to get some good information and try to strike a balance between how we use the river and what we want it to 
look like in the future. 


Barry Lingham gave a vote of thanks to the speaker. 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


Azure Kingfisher 


Name Azure kingfisher Alcedo 
azurea. 


Description Small short-tailed 
kingfisher, royal blue above, orange- 
rufous below. Long black, slender bill 
and whitish rear “еуеѕроѓѕ”. 


Length 17-19 cm. 


Voice High pitched whistle, often 
given in flight. 


Food Aquatic: small fish, insects, 
crustaceans. 


Habitat Always near water, often 
fast-flowing streams in forests. Tree- 
lined watercourses, swamps, 
mangroves. 


Range Northern and eastern well- 
watered fringe of mainland Australia 
and Tasmania. 


Geelong, Otways (Grey River, 
Love's Creek, Barham River), 
occasionally along Barwon River. 
Breeds locally. 


Nest Tunnel in bank. 
Eggs 4-6, lustrous white, round. 


Similar Species Little Kingfisher. 
Smaller, white front, only occurs in 
far north Australia. 


One of the most beautiful of 
Geelong’s “blues”, Azure Kingfishers 
rarely come to town; locally their 
haunt is the Otways, where they are 
found by swiftly flowing streams with 
winter-eroded banks and 
overhanging vegetation. 


The Blue Kingfisher’s favourite 
post is on a small bare bough 
jutting out from a steep creek- 
bank and over the water; thence 
it darts down upon little fish or 
other aquatic creatures that swim 
close to the surface, and returning 
devours them there. When 
Startled it flies along the stream 
like a flash of blue, to take up a 
like position a little farther on, 
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uttering in flight а shrill 
compressed twitter. (Belcher 
1914) 


Fish are swallowed whole and 
head first. An Azure Kingfisher 
was once found drowned at Love’s 
Creek with its beak wedged in a 
mussel shell. 


Alcedo, the latin пате for 
Australia’s two water kingfishers, 
comes from a Greek word 
meaning "born of Ше sea’. 
However, Azure Kingfishers are 
born at the end of a tunnel in a 
creek bank, in a nesting chamber 
that more often than not becomes 
messy and foul-smelling with 
discarded fish bones and insect 
debris, disgorged food pellets and 
excreta. Their parents are not 
renowned for their housekeeping 
and the nest rapidly acquires a 
characteristic stench. Just as well 
for us, then, that the chamber is at 
the end of a long tunnel up to 1.3 
metres long. 


The birds drill horizontally into a 
loamy stream bank, often 
amongst protruding tree roots or 
beneath vegetation. The tunnel 
entrance is next to a bare stick or 
fallen limb over the water, on 
which the non-incubating partner 
can perch. Occasionally nests are 
renovated and re-used. 


After hatching, the young remain 
in the chamber for about a month, 
during which time the parents may 
range more than a kilometre from 
the nest in search of food. This 
may be as often as 17 times in 
four hours, so the parents have to 
work very hard. They stay less 
than a minute in the nesting hole, 
then are off again. They may give 
a shrill call as they fly to and from 
the hole. 


John Gould wrote in the 1860s: 
During the breeding season it 
becomes querulous and active, 
and even pugnacious if any 
intruder of the same species 
Should venture within the 
precincts of its abode. The 
males at this season chase 
each other up and down the 
Stream with arrow-like 
quickness, when, the rich 
azure-blue of the back glittering 
in the sun, they appear more 
like meteors, as they dart by 
the spectator, than birds. 


The young at the first moult assume 
the plumage of the adult, which is 
never afterwards changed. The 
sexes are the same. 


Except when nesting, the Azure 
Kingfisher is a solitary bird, keeping 
to itself, and may be difficult to see 
as it silently perches on a limb 
overhanging the water of a shadowy 
creek. Only its nervous upward- 
jerking head movements or frequent 
shifting of its bright orange feet will 
give it away until it resumes its 
hunting. (Kingfishers have only three 
toes, two forward-pointing and one 
backward). It often has a permanent 
territory of 200-500 metres along a 
stretch of stream. There may be 
some winter movement of the birds 
in southern Australia, which may 
account for rare sightings along the 
Barwon River near Buckley Falls. 
One bird was observed here in 
December 1995 and March 1996. 


Could we hope that the revegetation 
along this stretch of the Barwon 
might attract them every year. Azure 
Kingfishers need clear water to 
detect their prey and we should be 
able to provide this. Even in 
Веспегз day they had become 
somewhat rare. The CCMA bird 
survey of the Barwon may prove that 
this avian jewel is not as uncommon 
as Belcher feared. 


О 
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BIRD OBSERVATION REPORTS APRIL2000 -- compiled by John Bottomley 


Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), John Bottomley (JB), Jocelyn Calvert (JCa), Margaret Cameron 
(MAC), Polly Cutcliffe (PC), Colin Goldberg (CGo), Dean Hewish (DHe), Marilyn Hewish (МНе), Dave King (РК), Valerie 
Lloyd-Jones (VLJ), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Craig Morley (CMo), Penny Smith (PS). 


The dry weather presumably accounts for an almost total absence of reports of either waterfowl or waders. Gordon 
McCarthy did however report a Spotless Crake as being present at Jerringot on a regular basis. The dry weather also no 
doubt explains the unusual presence of Crested Pigeons in the Geelong region. Last month Rohan Bugg reported these 
beautiful birds at Cobbledicks Ford Reserve west of Werribee. This month Marilyn Hewish reports them from both Exford 
Weir and to the south of Bacchus Marsh. Even closer to Geelong Jocelyn Calvert and John Bottomley observed a pair on 
Carrs Road between the Bacchus Marsh and Ballan Roads. Until recently these birds were only seen north of the divide. 
Also at Exford Weir Marilyn saw a flock of nearly thirty Red-rumped Parrots early in April. 


The first report of returning cattle egrets was for 7 April in North Corio. Many more will no doubt be seen over the coming 
months. 


The seasonal migration of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters appears to have begun with Craig Morley seeing them in Newtown 
on two occasions in mid-April. A more unusual siting however was of a Bell Miner. This species is very rarely seen west 
of Melbourne but a single bird was seen by many observers along the banks of the Barwon River in early April. 


The usual autumn arrival of Golden Whistlers has been reported with five observations beginning on 5 April. A late to 
depart Rufous Whistler was reported from Anakie in the Brisbane Ranges on 25 March. Also present late in the season 
was an Olive-backed Oriole present at Stony Creek on 26 March. 


Zebra Finches are still being reported in greater numbers than for some years. This month Marilyn Hewish saw a flock of 
forty at Exford Weir in early April. 


Species Number Date seen Where Observer 
Australian Pelican 40 11/2/00 Waurn Ponds Creek PS 
Australasian Gannet 2 17/4/00 Torquay RBa 
Pacific Black Duck 10 10/3/00 Lara Park. Ducklings left the nest on this date and have not returned. CGo 
Spotless Crake 1 26/3/00 Jerringot. Present until 7/4/00 and on 13/4/00. GMc 
Cattle Egret 12 7/4/00 In front of abatoir to north of Plantation and Bacchus Marsh Roads JB 

Little Eagle 1 27/3/00 Two kms. south of Anakie on Geelong-Ballan Road. It was being JB, JCa 


harassed by a flock of up to ten Little Ravens. A Little Eagle has been 
seen regularly in this area since early March. 


Black Falcon 1 16/4/00 Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Road at Little River Crossing. MHe 
Peregrine Falcon 3 9/4/00 Point Henry. One bird brought a dead starling(?) to the other two MAC 
birds. 
Australian Hobby 1 12/4/00 21 kms west of Geelong on Princes Highway. CMo 
Crested Pigeon 12 3/4/00 Exford Weir. Mhe 
1 16/4/00 Two kms south of Bacchus Marsh. MHe 
2 2/4/00 Carrs Road between Geelong-Bacchus Marsh Road and Geelong- JB, JCa 
Ballan Road. 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 1 5/4/00 Corner of Geelong - Ballan Road and Laceys Road. JCa 
16/4/00 Newtown. CMo 
30+ 27/3/00 Eastern Park CMo 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 2105 March Newtown. CMo 
and early 
April 
Rainbow Lorikeet 2 11/4/00 Waurn Ponds Creek PS 
Musk Lorikeet 22 . 7/4/00 Bacchus Marsh MHe 
Little Lorikeet 10 3/4/00 Anglesea caravan park. Still present on 17/4/00 DK 
1 or2 March Newtown. CMo 
and early 
April 
Crimson Rosella 2 Late Newtown. CMo 
March 
and early 
April 


(Continued on page 14) 
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(Continued from раде 13) 


Species 


Red-rumped Parrot 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Tawny Frogmouth 
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Number Date seen Where 


28 
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Yellow-rumped Thornbill 6 


Bell Miner 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 1 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 1 


White-plumed Honeyeater 


Eastern Spinebill 
Rose Robin 


Pink Robin 
Crested Shrike-tit 
Grey Shrike-thrush 


Golden Whistler 


Rufous Whistler 
Rufous Fantail 
Australian Magpie Lark 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Pied Currawong 

Grey Currawong 
European Goldfinch 
Zebra Finch 

Silvereye 

Song Thrush 


> 
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3/4/00 Exford Weir 
26/3/00 Stony Creek between picnic ground and dam. 


6/4/00 Highton. A pair in the same tree on Bellevue Avenue used for nesting 


in previous years. 
8/4/00 Newtown. 
3/4/00 Barwon River at Landy Field. 


6/4/00 Barwon River at end of Swanston Street. This bird has been seen by 


many observers. Unusual west of Melbourne. 

16/4/00 Newtown. Two seen on 18/4 

26/3/00 Stony Creek between picnic area and dam. 

Jan-Feb Waurn Ponds Creek 

11/4/00 Newtown 

1/4/00 Newtown. Present regularly since. 

26/3/00 Stony Creek between picnic ground and dam. A female bird with a 
pink wash on the breast. 

12/4/00 Forest Park, Lorne. Brown birds. 

26/3/00 Stony Creek between picnic ground and dam. 


8/4/00 Bacchus Marsh. Also seen 15/4 and 16/4. First in town for Autumn. 


5/4/00 Abervale. An immature bird. 

7/4/00 Highton. 

7/4/00 Bacchus Marsh. An immature male 
10/4/00 Lara Park. One male practicing singing. 
10/4/00 Newtown. 

25/3/00 DeMotts Road, Anakie. Heard. 
20/3/00 Drysdale. 
Jan-Feb Waurn Ponds Creek 
26/3/00 Stony Creek between picnic ground and dam. 
27/3/00 Eastern Park. Feeding in open. 
20/3/00 Newtown. 
Jan-Feb Waurn Ponds Creek 
3/4/00 Exford Weir 
Jan-Feb Waurn Ponds Creek 
30/1/00 Abervale. One present on 17/04/00 
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| Team who are:- 


The committee has approved my appointment as 
Editor and ratified the appointment of the Editorial 


Valda Dedman 


Alison Watson 
| Deborah Evans 


Ade Foster 


|] am most grateful for the offers of help from other 
Members, and will be in contact with you as needed. 


CEE te A, газа 


magazine will be 


email: cndgreenwell 


Monday evening, 26 May 2000, 


4 White Street, Belmont, 3216 
Phone: 03 5243 7047 or 0409 723022 
lace.net.au 


Observer 


MHe 
JB, JCa 


RBa 
CMo 


CMo 
PS, PC 


Please note that the closing date for the next 


This is eight days prior to the next General Meeting 
and early lodgement of articles would help me 
greatly (late copy may not get in). 


Hard copy (for scanning), diskette or email to: 


-------------- 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (2000-2001) 


President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 
Secretary Alison Watson 5229 3488 aandpwatson@primus.com 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 
Minute Secretary Donna Wood 5221 2956 
Immediate Past President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham.barry.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Committee Member Lynn Barrington 
Е А Ade Foster 5243 9478 adenpeny@netlink.com.au 


A ~ Вегпје Егапке 017 982072 

= у Claire Greenwell 3243 7047 cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
` Diana Primrose 5250 1811 

E ч Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Å > Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 5288 7220 
Editor Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 or 0409 723022 
k email address cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 
address 4 White Street, Belmont, 3216 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 


Bio-diversity Group Frank Scheelings 5229 7494 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without permission 
provided that acknowledgement of the club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


| ROSTERS 
LIBRARY SUPPER MAILING 


MAY Judy Rowe Roma Connors Ida Benson 
Nora Errey Michael Benson 


JUN Valerie Lloyd-Jones | Noreen Arthur Roma Connors 
Edna Harrison 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 
Karingal Community Centre, Cornner McKillop and Humble Streets, East Geelong. 
Use the Humble Street entrance. 
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